
STRENGTHENING ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT

Guidelines for Pacific Island Countries and Territories 



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

• SPREP developed regional Environmental Assessment guidelines.. 
Within the context of rapidly-changing Pacific Island land and 
seascapes. 

• .



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

• Overarching regional EIA guidelines
• Applicable to the full range of projects in the 

Pacific and aim to support the implementation 
of current EIA legal requirements and to 
strengthen Pacific-based application of the EIA 
process

• Is applied at a project scale
• A two-way process for identifying and 

managing: (1) a development’s potential 
impacts on the environment, and (2) the 
potential impacts of the environment on a 
development,



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

• Is applied at the policy, plan or 
programme scale

• A higher-level process that can be used 
in two main ways:

• To assess the environmental assets, 
features, resources and values of a defined 
land and/or ocean area so as to establish a 
plan for sustainable and resilient 
development 

• To examine the potential environmental 
impacts of a draft policy, plan or 
programme.



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

SEAEIA



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

The coastal tourism EIA guidelines have 

been developed to provide sector-

specific information and guidance and 

to complement SPREP’s over-arching 

regional EIA guidelines

• Tourism is an important economic sector 

within the Pacific islands.

• The guideline will support sustainable and 

resilient coastal tourism development that 

protects the environmental, social and 

cultural assets that provide a foundation for 

tourism.



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

Most developments, infrastructure and 

housing in the Pacific islands are occurring 

and situated along the coastal areas.

• The guidelines support sustainable and 

resilient coastal development that protects 

environmental, social and cultural assets.

• Complement and build upon the existing 

SPREP Environmental Assessment 

Guidelines 



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 

Guidelines Supported by an EIA toolkit that includes

templates and checklists for screening, scoping and review



Regional Environmental 

Assessment guidelines 



Regional Environmental 

Assessment Guidelines 

Who are the guidelines for?

• Government officers 

(regulators, planners)

• Project proponents

• Project owners and operators

• EIA practitioners 



THANK YOU 
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