
STRENGTHENING  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

ASSESSMENT 

Guidelines for Pacific Island  

Countries and Territories 



• SPREP developed Regional EIA guidelines…within the 

context of rapidly-changing Pacific land and seascapes. 

• The Regional EIA Guidelines are applicable to the full 

range of projects and economic development sectors in 

the Pacific and aim to support the implementation of 

current EIA legal requirements and to strengthen Pacific-

based application of the EIA process 



EIA Purpose

EIA is a tool for sustainable development

• Proactive planning & decision making process: identifies 

impacts and propose safeguards and mitigation measures before

development commences

• Addresses:

• negative & positive impacts of development on the environment

• impacts of the environment on development e.g. flooding, climate 

change, coastal erosion.

EnvironmentDevelopment

TWO-WAY 

PROCESS



Important outcomes of the EIA process
By using the principles of the mitigation hierarchy

1. Selection of an optimal development site & design 

2. Preparation & implementation of an environmental

management & monitoring plan (EMMP) 

3. Reduced vulnerability to environmental hazards & 

environmental change



How do SEAs fit in with EIAs?

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) are a complementary to 

EIAs but look at broader issues and help to evaluate alternative 

development visions and identifies the best broad-scale options during 

the early planning stage.

• SEAs are either used to

(1) prepare a strategic development or resource use plan for a defined 

land and/or ocean area; 

(2) examine the potential environmental impacts that may arise from, or 

impact upon, the implementation of government policies, plans and 

programmes; and 

(3) assess different classes or types of development projects, so as to 

produce general environmental management policies or design 

guidelines for the development classes/types. 

Further information in Section 2.1 and 4.5 of Regional EIA Guidelines



Comparing and contrasting the EIA and SEA process
Taken from Table 2, p24 of Regional EIA Guidelines



Who are the Regional EIA 

Guidelines for?

• Targeted at government officers involved in the EIA process 
– (e.g. officers working in areas such as planning, health, energy, water, 

transport, fisheries, agriculture, natural resources). 

• Applicable to full range of projects and development sectors 

• To support implementation of current EIA legal requirements 

• Emphasise the importance of assessing potential impacts of 

development on the environment and the potential impacts of 

the environment on development, especially impacts related 

to climate change and disasters; 

• Supported by an EIA toolkit that includes templates and 

checklists for EIA screening, scoping and review



EIA not required,

Approval agency & 

proponent informed

DP rejected

by approval agency

DP  screened (preliminary EIA)

by EIA administrator, govt 

agencies & stakeholders
DP  scoped

by  EIA administrator, govt agencies & 

stakeholders

EIA report submitted 

to EIA administrator for review

Development proposal (DP) submitted

by approval agency or proponent to EIA 

administrator

TOR developed & finalised 

by EIA administrator for EIA report

Proponent informed

of decision by EIA 

administrator

Full EIA required 
Approval agency & proponent informed

EIA report prepared by 

proponent based on TOR
Review committee 

established

to provide input to 

EIA administrator
EIA report accepted

by administrator & DP recommendations developed 

EIA report not accepted
by EIA administrator

EIA report revised & 

resubmitted

to EIA administrator for review

Approval agency & proponent informed

of EIA administrator’s decision

DP approved
by approval agency & proponent informed of 

approval conditions

Development (with conditions) 

actioned

by the proponent

Development permit issued 

by approval authority and 

proponent informed of permit 

conditions

Development monitored and 

conditions enforced by EIA 

administrator & approval agency

Development actioned 

(with conditions)

by proponent

Adapted from Regional EIA guidelines



Provides step by step examples



EIA toolkit (Section 6.0 of guidelines)
p35



Available online
• The SPREP Regional EIA guidelines “Strengthening Environmental 

Impact Assessment for Pacific island countries and territories”  can 
be found here

• https://www.sprep.org/publications/strengthening-environmental-
impact-assessment-guidelines-for-pacific-island-countries-and-
territories-renforcement-des-etudes-dimpact-environnemental-
directives-pour-les-etats-et-territories-insulaires-oceaniens

on the SPREP Virtual Library

• Just log onto https://pnea.sprep.org/ and search the Resources Tab

• Or Email myself Greg Barbara gregoryb@sprep.org or 

Jope Davetanivalu joped@sprep.org

https://www.sprep.org/publications/strengthening-environmental-impact-assessment-guidelines-for-pacific-island-countries-and-territories-renforcement-des-etudes-dimpact-environnemental-directives-pour-les-etats-et-territories-insulaires-oceaniens
https://pnea.sprep.org/
mailto:gregoryb@sprep.org
mailto:joped@sprep.org


THANK YOU!


